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DISTRICT MEETINGS
District 2: March 24-25, 2005
Lake Village, AR - Lynette Graham

District 3: April 14-15, 2005
Barling/Forth Smith, AR - Cindy Walker & Cindy Remler

District 4: May 5-6, 2005
DeQueen, AR - Donna Jones

Watch yakr mail for mare infarmatian!

New Clerk Orientation was held at the Peabody before the Arkansas
Municipal League Winter Convention began earlier this month. Pictured
above are

ACCRTA

Arcansas City CLerks, Recorpers & TreasURERS

AssociaTion

J ANUARY 2005

WHAT'S COOKIN' @ *
ACCRTA members share their
favorite recipes.

CALENDA F EVENT:
Keep up with what's going on in
your organization.

KNOW YOUR QFFICERS
A complete list of your

¥ 2004-2005 officers.

@ WHAT IS MCI?
Learn all the facts about
Municipal Clerks Institute and
why it benefits you fo attend.

ACCRTA: WHY SHOULD

{ JOIN AND HOW?

Read what other city @“K
clerks,recorders and treasurers
have to say about what being a

member of ACCRTA has meant
to them.

A LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT ) *

No, not that President.... The
ACCRTA President Barbie
Curtis.

2:AND MUCH MORE!





[image: image2.png]A Levter From Tue Presipent

Thank you for electing me to serve this Association as your President for the 2004-2005 year. | wili do my very best to
serve each of you in everything that 1 do. Just let me know. | believe that we have made some changes that are
moving us in the direction that we want to go. At the Arkansas Municipal L.eague Convention held earlier this month,
we held a New Clerk Orientation especially for the newly elected clerks. We had a great turnout of both old and new
clerks.

For those of you who were able to attend Municipal Clerks Institute this year, you know how Great it was. For those of
you who were unable to attend, | highly recommend that you strive or set your goal to do what ever it takes to be there
next year. Not only is the education good, but the opportunity to 'net-work' with other clerks who go through the same

things, is as they say, "Priceless!"

Be sure to attend all the District Meetings that you can. The remaining meetings for this year are fisted on the front
page of this newsletter. Always try to stay positive. Work on improving yourself each day. Remember that if you want
to change things in your life, you must make changes daily in order to do so. if you do what you've always done, you'll
get what you've always gotten. Let's all make an effort to represent our positions as City Clerks, Recorders and
Treasurers in a way that brings us the respect we all deserve.

If you have any questions, or ever just need to talk, please don't hesitate to give me a call.
Barbie Curtis, CMC
President 2004-2005

ACCRTA 2004-2005 OFFICERS
o Who They Are and How To Contact Them
From the deck of ™

R President Barbie Curtis Phone: 479-898-4307
fynette Granam 1003 Broadway Fax: 474-808-4322
HOW TO GET NEWS AND Van Buren, AR 72956 bcurtis@vanburencity.com
INFORMATION INTO YOUR

=
- il

1st Peggy Woody Phone: 479-524-5136
NEWSLETTER Vice-President P.O. Box 80 Fax: 474-524-3097
If you have news, recipes, ideas, Siloam Springs, AR pwoody@siloamsprings.com
events to be placed on the calendar, 72761
photos or any other information you
would like to see in the newsletter, 2nd Diane Whitbey Phone: 501-340-5317
please contact : Vice-President P.O. Box 5757 Fax: 501-340-5469
Lynette Graham N. Little Rock, AR dwhitbey@northir.org
City Clerk/Treasurer 75119
P.O. Box 725
Lake Village, AR 71653 Treasurer Patti Scott Grey Phone: 870-779-4991
P.O. Box 2711 Fax: 870-774-3170
e-mail: Ivclerk@cei.net Texarkana, AR 75504 grey@txkusa.org
Phone: 870-265-2228
Fax: 870-265-5817 Secretary Chariotte Kinder Phone: 501-354-3484
P.O. Box 438 Fax: 501-354-8475

Morrilton, AR 72110 morriltoncityclerk@cox-internet.com
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Read what other city clerks,recorders and treasurers have to say about what being a
member of ACCRTA has meant to them both professionally and personally.

"Professionally, | don't think | would still be in office without the support of my fellow clerks
across the state. | depend on them almost daily. This organization provides a wonderful
support network, each clerk bringing to the group her/his own experiences and personal

knowledge. Knowing | can count on someone being just a phone call away to help is a
tremendous relief. Personally, what wonderful friends | have gained by having the
opportunity to be in ACCRTA, ones that I feel will be lifelong companions. Each meeting
or chance to gather adds more and more to this chain of friends.”

DONNA JONES, CLERK/TREASURER, DEQUEEN, ARKANSAS

Long time friend
and member of
ACCRTA, Paula
Caudle chuckles
during the new
clerk onrientation.
Pauta is the
Clerk/Treasurer in
West Fork. How
many years is i,
Paula?

"At first ACCRTA was just an
organization | joined because the
previous clerk was a member and told
me it was a good organization
Little did | know how much
ihe ACCRTA would come to
mean to me! My first term was
wonderful, but in the second
term things "went south" and |
found that the members of the
ACCRTA were some of the most
loyal triends a clerk could have
This is an association that's there

The ACCRTA sponsored new clerks orientation was
attended by new clerks as well as old. The day was
spent learning, sharing and making new friends.

{or you when times are good and
when times are bad. The support is
unparalled, so if you aren't a member, |

would encourage you to join today
Remember, there is no one else in your
city who has the same job as you so
membership in the ACCRTA brings you
together with other clerks from around
the slate
MARLA WALLACE
RECORDER/TREASURER
GILLETTE, AR

Just fill out the form on the reverse side of this page, mail along
with membership dues and begin to enjoy all the benefits of belonging to
your own professional organization. You'll be glad you did!
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INVOICE
Arkansas City Clerks, Recorders and Treasurers Association /o Patti Scott Grey, ACCRTA Treasurer 2004-:0%
P.O. Box 2711
Texarkana, AR 75504
ANNUAL DUES: $35.00 - ELECTED OR APPOINTED CITY CLERK, RECORDER, TREASURER

(PER PERSON)
$15.00 - DEPUTY MEMBERSHIP
$10.00 - ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP DUES MUST BE PAID BY MARCH 31, 2005

ANNUAL DUES: $35.00 PER PERSON

Name: . - Check if new member

{ Please print or type)

Title:
( Please print or type )
Mailing address: Street Address:
(Please print of type) ( If different from mailing )
City: . Zip Code:y-

{ Please print or type)
DEPUTY MEMBERSHIP: $15.00 PER PERSON (DEPUTY ONLY)
Deputy membership application must include letter from the City Clerk/Recorder, or Treasurer stating that the person has

been appointed as his/her deputy. Please attaceh letter to invoice.

Name: Check if new member:
( Please print or type )

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: $10.00 PER PERSON (DEPUTY ONLY)

Name: Check if new member;

OTHER INFORMATION:
Business Phone: ____ Fax: E-mail:
— Please check if you have been a Past ACCRTA President. { year, if possible)
PLEASE RETURN THIS INFVOICE WITH PAYMENT FOR PROPER CREDIT AND RETAIN A COPY FOR YOUF

RECORDS. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ACCRTA (Arkansas City Clerks,Recorders & Treasurers Association
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Read what other city clerks,recorders and treasurers have to say about what being a
member of ACCRTA has meant to them both professionally and personally.

Being a member of the ACCRTA has saved my life '
and sanity! Just when | think our town is completely
messed up, | hear of other horror stories from my
new friends of the ACCRTA and think to myself |
may not have it as bad after all.

| was appointed on May 1, 2004 to the position of
Recorder/Treasurer in Elkins. | replaced Ms. Betty
Sanders, who resigned from the position after 19
years. Walking into this position, 1 had a pretty good
idea on what would be expected of me. All { can
say is, wow what a year!!l | have lived through a

complete tumover in the council, our Mayor resigning, me being acting Mayor as well as Recorder/Treasurer, and
appointing a new Mayor. And | lived because | had the support of the ACCRTA.

| found a note one day while going through my new desk that was from the ACCRTA: Ms. Betty had never been a
member, but the letier offered to sign me up with a “Buddy” and | jumped on the offer. Charlotte from Ash Flat and |
spoke for about 30 minutes on the phone and ! feit much better when | hung up the phone with her.

The ACCRTA has made me feel like | have a friend in every city. My "buddy" Janice Smith in Huntsville is absolutely
wonderful. She helps me anytime | call. She and | met for the first time at the Arkansas Municipal League in June and
| will treasure her knowledge forever.

Even though Janice'is my "buddy”, | have so many more connections | have made through ACCRTA. | attended the
Municipal Clerks institute in September. My jaw dropped to the table most of the time out of sheer awe of the things
that | needed to be doing, but were nol trained to do. Sammie from Wrightsville, Nataki from Little' Rock, Lynéette from
Lake Village, Sara from Cado Valley, Marla Wallace, Barbie Curtis, Diane Whiteby, Paula Caudle-THANK YOU!

ACCP\TA MENTORINC{ PP\OGP\AM Thank you so much for all of the fine presentations,

friendship and help you have given me as well as all of the
Do you wish there was someone you could call when you other clerks. | came away energized and excited and ready
just weren't quiet sure what to do or how to handle to make a difference in my city:
something? Or would you like to be that someone that a
fellow clerk, recorder or treasurer could call for a little
advice or maybe just a littie encouragement? If so, call:

CHARLOTTE GOODWIN
Recorder/Treasurer - City of Ash Flat
870-994-7324

ashflatch@centurytel.net

| hope that all of the newly elected clerks will jump at the
chance to join the ACCRTA and relish in all of their
benefits. | know it has helped me tremendously. Just when
| am ready to throw in the towel, | receive help and support
from all of wonderful clerks/recorders/treasurers from
accross the state. Thanks for everything!

Meg Smith, City of Elkins
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Tell us about your funniest episode at a council meeting, or maybe your horror story! We'd love to
share your story with other clerks. recorders and treasurers. Send them to:

Ivclerk@cei.net

NOW
{7 THAT' A
GOOD TPEA!

The new converging city council room walls helped
to keep the meetings short

and to the point!.

Order youy official HanJLooL‘ for ACCRTA

This easy to use handbook will
become an invaluable too! as you
begin fulfilling your duties as a City
Clerk, a Treasurer or Recorder for

your city. Many have found this

Name:

Address:

City: Zip: handbook much easier to use than the

Handbook for Arkansas Municipal
____$35.00 with binder _ $25.00 without binder 1 Officials when searching for answers
to many questions. Just fill out the
Make checks payabile to ACCRTA and mail to: form to the left and mail to Mitri
Mitri Greenhill
514 South Main

>, Stuttgart, AR 72160
B e cmmm e m s

Greenhill or you may e-mail Mitri at:
stuttgartcity@futura.net
for more information.

///'

=
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Maunicipal
Clerks
Institute September 19-22, 2005

Cnrversity ol drkansas

“Opening Doors for Arkansas Clerks”

What is the Institute?
The University of Arkansas Municipal Clerks Institute is an intensive educational program designed to
assist municipal clerks in advancing their skills and knowledge of the profession. The institute is a
partnership effort between the University of Arkansas, International Institute of Municipal Clerks ({{MC),
and Arkansas City Clerks, Recorders & Treasurers Association (ACCRTA). Participants will:

« Obtain practical knowledge needed to fulfill their job duties

« Build a network of professional colleagues

« Enhance their leadership and administrative skills

« Fulfill the educational requirements toward earning Certified Municipal Clerk status

The curriculum focuses on three main areas of study: public administration, professional development,

“and electives. Instructors are drawn from a variety of professional backgrounds, including university
faculty members, state and local government officials, and other subject matter experts in the public and
private sectors.

The program is designed to enable candidates to complete educational requirements for Certified
Municipal Clerk status within a 3-year cycle. Participants may enter the program in any year and still
complete ali necessary subject areas.

When and Where is the Institute? )

Certification classes begin Monday, September 19 at 8:00am in dafvntown Fayetteville., Classes are heid
Monday through Thursday from 8:00am to 5:15pm, in the University-of Arkansas Center for Continuing
Education.

What Costs are Involved?

Participants pay a registration fee ($350), arrange for their own lodging and some meals, as well as
transportation to and from the Institute. Registration for the Institute includes:

« Tuition and all materiais « Transportation to off-site classes, as needed
« Morning / afternoon refreshment breaks -4 days e Certificate of attendance

e 2 evening meals

Accommodations
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Fayetteville Radisson Hotel. The rate is $75/night + tax for
single/double occupancy. Call 479-442-5555 to reserve your room.

Parking & Transportation

Parking is available on the Fayetteville municipal parking deck, located behind the CCE. A map will be
forwarded upon receipt of your registration. Transportation to any off-site classes or activities will be
provided by the institute, as necessary.

To Register
A brochure and registration form will be mailed to each city in early July. Complete and return the form
with payment or purchase order number.

Questions? Contact: Kim Jones, Institute Director
University of Arkansas Division of Continuing Education
#2 E. Center Street, Fayeiteville, AR 72701
479-575-6491 or 800-952-1165
E-mail: kimj@uark.edu
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Send them to:
ACCRTA Newsletter
Lynette Graham
P.O. Box 725
Lake Village, AR 71653
e-mail: Ivclerk@cei.net
fax: 870-265-5817

EASY PEACH COBBLER
1LARGE CAN SLICED PEACHES
1 CUP SELF RISING FLOUR
1 CUP SUGAR
1 CUP MILK
6-8 PATS BUTTER

CROCK POT SQUR CREAM CHICKEN ENCHILADAS
Boil 4-6-good size chicken breast, cool and shred.
Saute in large skillet or pan with butter

1 Med. chopped onion

2 Small cans chopped green chili peppers
When tender, add

2 cans cream of chicken soup Pour can of peaches with juice info a 9x13

2 cans cream of mushroom soup baking dish. In seperate bow! combine flour and

1 Lg. container of sour cream sugar, Mix well. Slowly add milk and mix unti

2 s0up cans of milk smooth. Pour this mixture over the peaches and dot

at unti "
Heat until smooth consistency In crock pot, spread some of the soup mixture on with butter. Bake at 375 degrees until crust rises to top

the bottom of the pot. Layer with torn flour tortillas, shredded chicken, grated and becomes golden brown. This is so easy and quick .

cheddar cheese. Continue with the layering process until all ingredients are : Itis great to cary for pattucks or when you need a

e . N - . oa
used. Cook on High ‘.or 4 hours minimum or on Low for 7-8 hours. Recipe can be quick dessert for unexpected guest .
doubled or triple, depending on the size of the crock pot and the crowd you are § '

feeding. Submitted by Lynette Graham, Lake Village
Submitted by Donna Jones, DeQueen

CURSTIS CRoiSPY CRoJCKERS

President Barbie Curtis siared a batch of these wonderful crackers with everyone who attended the orientation for new
clerks that was held eartier in the month. Everyone loved them and ask that she share the recipe with us.

1 Pkg. oyster crackers Korean Cole Slaw

1 Box cheese crackers 1 head of cabbage 1 can pimento

1 Pkg. dry ranch dressing mix 1 green pepper 2 medium onions
1/4 cup oil 8 stalks of celery 1 can water chestnuts
2 Tbs. garlic powder 1 1/2 cups sugar 1/2 cup vinegar
2 Tbs. lemon pepper 1 tsp sait "2 tsp pepper
1/4 tsp red cayenne pepper
1 tsp dill Chop first six (6) ingredients. Combine sugar, vinegar and
Mix crackers together is a large glass baking dish. In a bowl mix all other seasonings; add to Ehopped vegetables. Refrigerate for at
ingredients then pour over crackers and baRe at 250 degrees for § minutes. Take least two (2) days. Will keep for weeks.
out of oven, stir well, then bake for an additional 5 minutes. Let cool. Eat & Enjoy! This is a great pot luck dish, It's different and refreshing.
Submitted by Barbie Curtjs, Van Buren 3 Submitted by Diane Whitbey."North Little Rock
ACCRTA President ACCRTA 2nd Vice President
20042005 2004-2005 N
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March 1, 2005 Deadline for publishing semi-annual financial statement covering last

6-months of the last calendar year.
(Refer to Handbook for Arkansas Municipal Officials, Section 14-59-116, pg. 558; and Section 14-237-113, pg. 798.)

March 24-25, 2005 District 2 Meeting,Lake Village, AR )
April 14-15, 2005 District 3 Meeting,Barling/Forth Smith, AR

May 5-6, 2005 District 4 Meeting, DeQueen, AR

May 22-26, 2005 1IMC Conference, St. Paul, MN

June 15-17, 2005 AML Summer Conference, Hot Springs, AR

Sept. 19- 22, 2005 Municipal Cierk's Institute

“I want to personally invite everyone to Lake Village for the District 2 meeting. Regaﬁﬁ?@ss, if you are a member of
ACCRTA or not. | know once you've had the chance to meet with this group and realize the knowledge and experience
that they offer, you'll see how important it is to join ACCRTA. It is comforting to know that if I'm facing a challenge, | can
almost count on the fact that another, more experience clerk has faced the same problem and can seek advise from

them. Joining ACCRTA was one of the smartest moves | made as a new Clerk.”
. Lynette Graham, Lake Village, AR

ACCRT A

Arkansas. City Clerks, Recorders
& Treasurers Association

¢lo Lynette Graham
P.0. Box 725
Lake Village, AR 71653





