ACCRTA  NEWS
Arkansas City Clerks, Recorders and Treasurers Association





      February 2006

	If you have items that you would like to have in the ACCRTA newsletter, please email them to 

Jo Ellen Martin, City of Gentry

gentrycityhall@cox-internet.com or 

fax to 479-736-2877

phone 479-736-2555 

            **********

District Meeting

Schedules

· District I Meeting –

      Marva Verkler – Cabot

          March 9 & 10, 2006

· District IV Meeting –

               Carol Almond– Hope

                April 6 & 7, 2006 

*****

        34TH Annual

Municipal     

Clerk’s Institute
September 18 – 21, 

2006

Fayetteville
	Calling all Clerks!  And Recorders, and Treasurers, and Deputies, and Administrative Assistants…

Do you have an upcoming audit and don’t know how to begin preparing? Or have you already been audited, and found your city with a list of violations you don’t know how to address? Is your office ready for a speedy response to disaster? Are your records safe? Do you seem to have endless interruptions throughout your workday, and be always behind with your tasks? What about those citizens who come in weekly, asking for multiple copies of obscure ordinances or personnel information – how much should you really give them? How quickly?

If you face these challenges, or any of a dozen others, we have the answer! Mark your calendar now to attend the 
34th Annual Municipal Clerks Institute in Fayetteville, September 18-21.
This intensive training program will not only give you practical skills and knowledge you can apply right away, it will also help you build a network of colleagues who face the same challenges. You will also have the opportunity to enhance your leadership skills, and earn points toward becoming a Certified Municipal Clerk.
Tuition for the 4-day certification program is just $350, and includes all course materials, refreshment breaks, 2 evening meals, and your certificate.
If you need lodging, we have arranged a block of rooms at the Fayetteville Radisson, adjacent to the classroom facility. The rate is $76 per night. Call 479-442-5555 to make your reservation.  (If you want to cut costs by sharing a room, we can put you in touch with a roommate.)
If you are already a Certified Municipal Clerk, plan to attend the Advanced Academy class on September 20-21.
Brochures and registration forms will be sent to each city in early summer.  If you have questions before then, contact Institute Director Kim Jones at kimj@uark.edu or 800-952-1165.
See you in September!!


District I Meeting - Cabot

Things You Need to Know
The reception and group dinner will be held at my home at 91 S. Pine St in Cabot, Arkansas.  I will provide a map to the location.  To recognize the home, it is a colonial style home, red brick with a gray roof and has six white columns on the front porch.  There is also a circle driveway in front and lots of pine trees in the yard.   We shouldn’t be too crowded and there is also an indoor hot tub you are welcome to use if you wish.  Dress casually and come to have a good time! (Bring a swimsuit or shorts and tee shirt for the hot tub.)

 

I have reserved a block of 20 rooms at Days Inn here in Cabot.  The rate for a single room is $48.88 and a double is $58.88.  You must make your reservations by February 25th and mention you are with the City Clerk’s group to get the discounted rate. Smoking and non-smoking rooms will be available.  Their phone number is 501-843-0145.  Cabot also has a Super 8 Motel which is just a block away from Days Inn.  You may call them at 501-941-3748 if you wish to stay there. Both hotels are fairly new and should have nice rooms.   

 

Our meeting will be held at our City Annex Building that houses our District Court and Water Department.  We will meet in the Court Room. The address is 208 No. 1st St.   Dress will be business casual.

 

Cabot has a Wal-Mart and a K-Mart for your shopping pleasure along with other shops such as CATO and a new shoe store.  If you have any questions please feel free to call me at 501-843-3566 or my cell phone 501-743-1439.  Hope to see you here!!!
ACCRTA District I Meeting Agenda

March 9th and 10th, 2006

Cabot City Hall Annex Building

208 No. 1st Street

Cabot Arkansas 72023
EVENING BEFORE – March 9th, 2006

5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Reception for early arrivals – Verkler Home

6:00 p.m.

Group Dinner – Verkler Home

DAY OF MEETING – March 10th, 2006 – City Hall Annex, 208 N. 1st St., Cabot

7:30 – 8:00 a.m.

Registration and Check-In – Continental Breakfast provided by City of Cabot

8:00 – 8:30 a.m.

Welcome from District Director and Greetings from the Mayor of Cabot ACCRTA official.

                                    
Opening remarks and comments.

8:30 – 10:00 a.m.
Preparing for audits and Governmental Accounting – Dale Walker, MBA, CPA, Adjunct        Professor of Accounting ASU, Finance Director, City of Cabot

10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Break

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Payroll Administration, Tax Regulations, Benefits and other Payroll Issues – Peggy Moss, Human Resources Director, City of Cabot

11:30 – Noon
Axio Technologies Information Session (they also sponsor our drinks and snacks at break time.)

Noon – 1:00 p.m.
Lunch and Door Prizes

1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Interactive session with Cabot Fire Department, Safety, (we will actually be putting out fires!!) – Chief Phillip Robinson, Cabot Fire Department (Short Break around 2:00 p.m.)

3:00 p.m.
Final remarks from District Director and Distribution of Certificates

REGISTRATION FORM - Cabot

ACCRTA District 1 Meeting Agenda

March 9th and 10th, 2006

208 No. 1st Street

Cabot City Hall Annex Building

Cabot, Arkansas 72023
The registration fee is $30.00 per person to attend the Friday meeting.  This will include your lunch on Friday.  A continental breakfast and drinks and snacks for breaks are all being provided by the City and a corporate sponsor.  Please add $5.00 if you are attending the group dinner on Thursday night.  If you bring a guest, their cost is also $5.00 per guest.  Registration deadline is March 1, 2006.  Make checks payable to:

Marva Verkler, District Director

City Clerk Treasurer

PO Box 1113

Cabot AR  72023

Read the attached document “Things You Need To Know” for information regarding the hotels and meetings places.

Fill out the form below and return it with your registration fee.  Let’s all get together and have a great time learning, sharing and being with friends!!

********************************************************************************************

Name ________________________________________________
 Title _________________________________

City _____________________________________

Others attending meeting (Deputies, etc. – include job titles) ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration fee enclosed $________________________    Group Dinner fee enclosed $_____________________

Crowd Pleasers !!

Bean Dip for a Crowd

1 ½ cups dried black beans

1 ½ cups dried pinto beans

2 bay leaves

1 package (about 1 ¼ ounces) hot taco seasoning mix

2 tablespoons dried minced onion

1 tablespoon dried parsley flakes

3 chicken bouillon cubes, unwrapped

5 to 6 cups water

1 jar (16 ounces) thick and chunky salsa (medium or hot)

2 tablespoons lime juice

Place beans in large bowl; cover with water.  Soak 6 to 8 hours or overnight.  (To quick soak beans, place beans in large saucepan; cover with water.  Bring to a boil over high heat.  Boil 2 minutes.  Remove from heat; let soak, covered 1 hour.)  Drain beans; discard water.

Combine soaked beans, water, all seasonings and bay leaves in slow cooker.  Cover and cook on LOW 9 to 10 hours.  Remove and discard bay leaves.  Ladle ½ hot bean mixture into food processor.  Add salsa and lime juice.  Cover and process until smooth.  Return pureed dip to slow cooker; stir to combine.

Makes 6 cups dip.  Serve with favorite tortilla chips.

So You Think You Know Everything?!?

A dime has 118 ridges around the edge.





A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.

A crocodile cannot stick out its tongue.

A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours.

A goldfish has a memory span of three seconds.

A “ jiffy” is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a second.

A shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes.

A snail can sleep for three years.

Al Capone’s business card said he was a used furniture dealer.

     ….Oh!  But you still don’t know it all – continued next newsletter!!
ACCRTA District IV Meeting

April 6th & 7th, 2006
BankcorpSouth Meeting Room

200 S. Elm

Hope, AR  71801
THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006

 4:00 – 4:30
Registration

 4:30 – 6:00     Tour of Visitor Information Center & Clinton Birth Place, Gary Johnson – Visitor Information Center Director

 6:00 until
Dinner (arrangements pending)
FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2006

 8:00 - 8:30
Late Registration & Breakfast

 8:30 – 8:45
Welcome  -- Mayor - Dennis Ramsey

 8:45 – 9:00
Fun Exercise
 9:00 – 9:30
Changing Demographics In Our Communities  -- Catherine Cook – City Manager

 9:30 – 9:45
Break

 9:45 – 10:15
Tourism Promotion -- Paul Henley – Parks & Recreation Superintendent

10:15 – 11:00
Code Enforcement Issues in Our Communities -- Jeff Griffin – Building Official

11:00 – 11:30
911 & Advancing Technology -- Jr. R. Wilson, Jr. – Chief of Police

11:30 – 12:00
Principals of Emergency Management -- Teresa Smith – Emergency Management Co-Coordinator

12:00 – 1:00
Lunch

1:00 – 1:30      Women:  Power Brokers of Economic Development -- Judy Davis – President, Hempstead County       Economic Development Corporation 

 1:30 – 1:45
Break

 1:45 – 2:30
GIS – What Is It? -- Darrell Allen – GIS Coordinator

 2:30 – 3:00
Animal Control – The Law

 3:00 

Depart For Home
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Enjoy a Slice of the Good Life!
Registration Form - Hope

ACCRTA District IV Meeting

April 6th & 7th, 2006
BankcorpSouth Meeting Room

200 S. Elm

Hope, AR  71801
Registration Fee: $35.00

Please make checks payable to the City of Hope. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Title: __________________________________________________________ 

Street or P O Box: ______________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________________________ 

T-Shirt Size: __________ (Don’t tell anyone else I asked for this it’s a surprise! Hahahahaha)

If possible please return registration form by March 24, 2006.

To: 
Carol Almond


Human Resources Director/City Clerk


P.O. Box 667


Hope, AR 71802-0667

Hotel Accommodations:

The Holiday Inn Express is located off of exit 31 from I-30. The facility is located within walking distance of Wal-Mart and several restaurants and is close to downtown. Room rates are $72.90 plus tax. The sales tax rate is 9.75%.  

Seven rooms are blocked off at this rate

The Best Western is also located off of exit 31 from I-30. This facility is located in the same area as the Holiday Inn Express. Room rates are $59.00 plus tax. The sales tax rate is 9.75% 

Eight rooms are blocked off at this rate.

Please make your reservations by March 31, 2006 to ensure these rates.

When making reservations at either of these places, please mention our clerk’s association meeting when booking your rooms.

This information is also available on our website: www.hopearkansas.net 

I look forward to seeing you all there, Carol!!

Newsletter Articles:

We all attend workshops, seminars and meetings on a regular basis.  If at these meeting, you learn something that you feel may be a help to all of us, please jot it down and send it to me.  I will run it in the newsletter for all to learn from.  I will do my best to get the newsletter out every couple of months and would love to have your assistance in coming up with items that would be of interest to all.  

Also, if you would rather receive your newsletter by another method other than what you received it by this time, please let me know.
Jo Ellen Martin

Director of Finance/City Clerk

City of Gentry

101 W. Main St.

Gentry AR  72734

gentrycityhall@cox-internet.com
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