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	Dear Arkansas City Clerks Recorders and Treasurers
             

There’s a saying…something about “time flying when you’re having fun”.  That would certainly be the case this year!  Where has 2006 gone and what have we accomplished, individually, professionally and personally?  What are our goals for 2007?  Wow! !  A lot of questions to be answered.

Let’s have a look back at the 2006 Calendar of events:

January – Arkansas Municipal League (ARML) meeting and another successful New Clerk Orientation held in conjunction with the Annual Winter Conference in Little Rock

March – Arkansas City Clerks, Recorder and Treasurers (ACCRTA) District meeting in Cabot

April – ACCRTA District meeting in Hope

May – International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) Meeting in Anaheim, California

June – ARML meeting and induction of new officers for ACCRTA and ARML held in Hot Springs

August – ACCRTA District meeting in Fayetteville

September – IIMC Institute – Fayetteville

November/December  -- IIMC Region IV meeting – Vicksburg, Mississippi

We also saw numerous clerks complete their applications to become Certified Municipal Clerks (CMC) and many CMC’s who completed applications to advance through the Master Municipal Clerk Academy (MMCA) levels!  We’ve seen improved communication not only among our fellow clerks but also in our communities!  

Looking ahead at the 2007 Calendar of events:

January 10, 2007 – New Clerk Orientation (more information below)

January 10 – 12, 2007 – ARML Winter Conference – Peabody Hotel, Little Rock

February 8 – 9, 2007 – District meeting in Norphlet

March 22 – 23, 2007 – District meeting in Dumas

April 19 – 20, 2007 – District meeting in Paragould

May 22 – 26, 2007 – IIMC meeting – New Orleans, Louisiana

June 13 – 15, 2007 – ARML meeting and induction of new officers for ACCRTA and ARML in Hot Springs

September 17 – 20, 2007 – IIMC Institute – Fayetteville

Fall - IIMC Region IV meeting  -- Little Rock – to be announced
Continued next column…..
	Con’t – President’s Message---

Now then, to all you newly elected City Clerks, Recorders and Treasurers…we want to get to know you and fin out how we are here to help you.  We were all “newbies” at one time or another.  Because of this, I personally think one of the neatest things ACCRTA has done in the past few years is create it’s own New Clerks Orientation held in association with the ARML Winter Conference in Little Rock.  Orientation will be held January 10, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  You do not have to sign up for the ARML conference, but if you do, then, please do not miss out on this opportunity.  

If you are interested in attending or would like more information, please contact me at 501-340-5317 or email me at Dwhitbey@northlittlerock.ar.gov.  Below are a few details:

New Clerk Orientation will be held in the Arkansas Room at the Peabody Hotel (thank you Ken Wasson!) beginning with a brief introduction regarding the program, duties of the clerk, recorder or treasurer, mentor program, yearly calendar, scholarship information and more.  North Little Rock City Attorney Paul Suskie will provide information regarding Ordinances and Resolutions, explaining the difference between the two and provide examples and handouts.  CMC Barbara Blackard, Clarksville City Clerk and CMC Diane Whitbey, North Little Rock City Clerk and Collector will provide a PowerPoint presentation regarding agendas, packets and minutes.   The group will then be transported by trolley to the North Little Rock Chamber of Commerce where a complimentary lunch will be provided to City Clerks, Recorders and Treasurers (guests and other elected officials can also attend, the cost of only $10.00).  The group will return to the Peabody where MMC Marla Walla, Gillett will review Financial Matters.  Orientation will conclude promptly at 2:00 p.m. to allow those who are attending the ARML Conference time to check in at the hotel, pick up their conference packets and get to the first session which is at 3:00 p.m.
Woo that was a lot of information!  

To all of you, have a very Merry Christmas and a safe, happy and prosperous New Year! 

I look forward to exciting times in the new year and am delighted to know each and every one of you!

Sincerely,

Diane Whitbey, CMC

President, Arkansas City Clerks Recorders and Treasurers Association 2006-07

 

	Dear Friends,

To all of our dear friends who are either retiring or not returning to their positions as city clerks, recorders or treasurers, know that you have made a difference.  Many of you have been active either as officers, board members, committee chairs, instructors...and the most important thing to me would be, friends.  You have touched all of us in some way – whether you provided words of wisdom or a funny story to make us laugh.  Now it not a time of sorrow, but a time to rejoice as you take new steps in life's journey.  On behalf of the Board of Directors and all ACCRTA members...Happy Trails to you, until we meet again!

Diane Whitbey 
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JO ELLEN MARTIN, CMC

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE/CITY CLERK

CITY OF GENTRY

Jo Ellen Martin, CMC, Director of Finance/City Clerk of the City of Gentry has been accepted into the First Level Membership of the IIMC Master Municipal Clerk Academy.  Jo Ellen has been employed by the City of Gentry as the Director of Finance for 12 years and the elected City Clerk for 8 years – starting a new term in 2007.  Jo Ellen is active in the ACCRTA and the AGFOA.  She is also active in the Gentry Lion’s Club, the Gentry High School Alumni Association, the Gentry Library Gala Committee, and the Gentry Red Hat Society!  Jo Ellen has been married to husband, Rick, for 30 years and they are the parents of two daughters – Meredith and husband Wes Renfroe, and Samantha, and one son – Alex.  They have one grandson, Wade Renfroe.
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REASON FOR THE SEASON!!
	CLARICE BUFFALOHEAD-PEARMAN CMC

SENIOR SECRETARY

CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE

Clarice Buffalohead-Pearman, CMC, Senior Secretary of the City of Fayetteville has been awarded the designation of “Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC)” from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks.  Clarice has worked for the City of Fayetteville for 17 years.  Prior to being transferred to the City Clerk/Treasurer Division in 2001, she worked for the City Attorney’s Division during which time she earned a paralegal certification.  Clarice and husband Judd have lived in Arkansas since 1988 and have two sons, Brandon and Guy - both of Wichita, KS.  She is very proud to be a grandparent to her granddaughters who are the light of her lift. Clarice enjoys sewing and gardening and also participates in her culture activities.  Clarice would like to share with everyone that the three years of classes is well worth the time and effort, and that she feels a great sense of accomplishment in receiving such an award.  Congratulations Clarice!!

DENISE JOHNSTON, CMC

CITY CLERK/TREASURER

CITY OF BATESVILLE

Denise Johnston, CMC, City Clerk/Treasurer of the City of Batesville has been accepted into the Second Level Membership of the IIMC Master Municipal Clerk Academy.  Denise has been the City Clerk for Batesville for 16 years and has been re-elected for another 4-year term.  As a member of ACCRTA, she has served as the education chairman.  Married to husband, David, they are the parents of two sons, Martin – 23 and Taylor – 20.  Denise and David are participants in the Big Brother/Big Sister Program and are active members of the Believers’ Community Church.  Good job, Denise!!
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	ACCRTA  STATE  CERTIFICATION 

Just a reminder to everyone that you can go on the ACCRTA website www.accrta.org to obtain the information and application for the State Certification for Municipal Clerks.  Deadlines for applications are May 31st for award at the summer Arkansas Municipal League meeting and December 31st for award at the winter Arkansas Municipal League meeting.  Applications should be mailed to:

            Barbara Blackard CMC

            City of Clarksville

            205 Walnut Street

            Clarksville AR  72830
Arkansas City Clerks, Recorders

  & Treasurers Association
2006 – 2007  OFFICERS

President

Diane Whitbey     DWhitbey@northlittlerock.ar.gov
PO Box 5757                            phone 501-340-5317

N. Little Rock AR  75119             fax 501-340-5469

1st Vice President

Patti Scott Grey                              grey@txkusa.org
PO Box 2711                            phone 870-779-4991

Texarkana AR  75504                   fax 870-774-3170

2nd Vice President

Treasurer

Donna Jones                           djones@dequeen-ar.us
220 N. Street                            phone 870-584-3445

DeQueen AR 71832                      fax 870-642-3117

Secretary

Marva Verkler                marvaverkler@cebridge.net
PO Box 1113                             phone 501-843-3566

Cabot AR  72023                           fax 501-605-0424

ACCRTA WEBSITE - Patti Grey    www.accrta.org
   ACCRTA NEWSLETTER – Jo Ellen Martin

                                   gentrycityhall@cox-internet.com 
Request of ACCRTA Members…
In order to circulate the newsletter to as many as possible, and to be cost effective, please print and share your newsletters with the others in your offices.  This will save us on the mailing of newsletters to the assistants and deputy clerks that do not have email addresses.  If your colleagues have email addresses and would like to have them emailed, have them send their address to me at gentrycityhall@cox-internet.com.
	“Gold Paper” 

I received this from a friend who had a choice to make. It said that I had a choice to make too.

I've chosen. Now it's your turn to choose. 

The story goes that some time ago a mother punished her five –year-old daughter for wasting a roll of expensive gold wrapping paper. Money was tight and she became even more upset when the child used the gold paper to decorate a box to put under the Christmas tree.

Nevertheless, the little girl brought the gift box to her mother the next morning and then said, "This is for you, Momma."

The mother was embarrassed by her earlier over-reaction, but her anger flared again when she opened the box and found it was empty. She spoke to her daughter in a harsh manner.

"Don't you know, young lady, when you give someone a present there's supposed to be something inside the package?"

She had tears in her eyes and said, "Oh, Momma, it's not empty! I blew kisses into it until it was full."

The mother was crushed. She fell on her knees and put her arms around her little girl, and she begged her forgiveness for her thoughtless anger.

An accident took the life of the child only a short time later, and it is told that the mother kept that gold box by her bed for all the years of her life. 

Whenever she was discouraged or faced difficult problems she would open the box and take out an imaginary kiss and remember the love of the child who had put it there.

In a very real sense, each of us, as human beings, have been given a Golden box filled with unconditional love and kisses from our children, family, friends and GOD. There is no more precious possession anyone could hold.

You now have two choices:
1. Pass this on to your friends, or
2. Forget it and act like it didn't touch your heart.

As you can see, I took choice No. 1.  Friends are like angels who lift us to our feet  when our wings have trouble remembering how to fly.
If you receive this more than once in return just know that your friends have also thought of you.


HELPING HANDS ACROSS ARKANSAS

District II ACCRTA Meeting

Dumas Community Center

March 22 & 23, 2007

Thursday 3:00 – 5:00    Registration/Desha County Museum Tour


         5:30

   Catfish Dinner (McClelland Engineering &

 







Delta Supreme)



  6:30

   Ladies Style Show (Dodie’s Dress Shop)

Friday     7:30 – 8:00    Registration/Breakfast (M&F Bank)

               8:00 – 8:30    Welcome – Dumas Mayor Marion S. Gill

               8:30 – 10:00  Terry Hawkins & Agnes Ross – FOI 



10:00 – 10:30  Break (Union Bank)

10:30 – 12:00  Kevin Smith – Grants Available

12:00 – 1:00    Lunch (Simmons Bank)



Entertainment by Desha County Judge Mark McElroy



1:00 – 2:00      Congressman Mike Ross

              2:00 – 2:15
   Break (Union Bank)

              2:15 – 3:00     Questions for Congressman Ross

              3:00

   Final Remarks/Certificates

For Room Reservations ask for rooms reserved at:


Days Inn – 870-382-4449


Econo Lodge – 870-382-2707 

(promotion codes given at a later date)

Directions from Pine Bluff to Community Center:  Turn left at the 4th traffic light (Mad Butcher).  Turn left on Belmont (Comet Cleaners).  The Center is one block on the left.  Directions from McGehee to Community Center:  Turn right at the 1st traffic light (Mad Butcher)

Dumas Community Center

Belmont Drive

John Brigham, CMC

Clerk – City of Dumas

1-870-382-2121

District II ACCRTA Meeting

Dumas Community Center

Belmont Drive

Dumas, AR

The City of Dumas 

Cordially invites you to attend the 

District II ACCRTA Meeting.

Registration Cost $30.00

Includes all meals, materials, and prizes.

Send Registration Form to:

John Brigham, CMC

Clerk/Treasurer - City of Dumas

PO Box 157

Dumas AR  71639

Must be received before 

Tuesday, March 20, 2007
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration Form

District 2 ACCRTA Meeting


NAME:  __________________________________________________

  
TITLE:  __________________________________________________


MUNICIPALITY:  _________________________________________


ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________


PHONE NUMBER:  _______________________________________


ATTENDING:   Thursday_______  Friday _______  Both _______

