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Fayetteville
We probably shouldn’t be surprised at all that our Clerk’s Institute was absolutely wonderful – after all Kim has been coming through for us for years.  Many topics were covered with something for everyone.  If you are missing these annual meetings in Fayetteville, you are truly missing a great educational experience!  

So next year, please join all of this years attendees for a great time and lots of great information!

2006 Academy Class
Sandy Beaver                                Barbara Blackard
Clarice Buffalohead-Pearman      Wilma Jo Cabe
Paula Caudle                                 Donna Cheevers
Pamela Coleman                           Barbie Curtis
Merl Eoff                                      Sherri Gard
Charlotte Goodwin                       Tammy Gowen
Cindy Greenwood                        Patti Scott Grey
Suzanne Grider                             Kathy Hogan
Charlotte Kindle                           Linda Marshall
Susan Maynard                            Jo Ellen Martin
Gina Roberts                                Mary Jean Sell
Janice Smith                                 Sondra Smith
Anna Sterling                               Marva Verkler
Diane Whitbey                             Rose Marie Wilkinson
Amber Wood                                Peggy Woody

Thanks, Kim –

Great, Great Job!!
	Message from the President –

           Diane Whitbey
Our association is made up of a strong group of individuals who make a difference each and every day in the cities and towns we represent.  I know this because many of you have told me about having folks coming to your home or stopping you in the store, or at a ball game to discuss city business.
 
During my year as your president, I wanted a theme or a word to help us evolve as a group.  That word is communication.  It seems simple enough, doesn’t it?  Yet, if we do not open our mouths and utter words, or provide written correspondence, then we will never be able to get our point, opinion or view across to others.  Then what have we accomplished if we do not, or worse are not willing to communicate?
 
I want to encourage each of you to communicate with your fellow clerks, employees, constituents and families.  By doing so, you will let another person know that they are important to you, and that they can make a difference, too.
 
Thank you all again for all you do for your cities and towns, for this association and each other, and for your families and friends.
 
2006 Certification Class
Peggy Barton                          Nataki Blocker
Johnny Brigham                      Katy Burroughs
Vicki Burt                               Joshua Clausen
Trudy Drye                             Fara Ferguson
Janice Fildes                           Lynette Graham
Sandi Griffin                          Carolyn Groves
Janice Hanson                        Erich Hausserman
Treva James                           Marie Johnson
Donna Jones                           Ruth Ann Keith
Sheila Ragsdell                       Marilyn Rainbolt
Sarah Roberts                         Mary Wiles
Jane Wilms                             Tammy Wools
 

	REPORT OF THE LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE ON DISTRICT COURTS --

Several local officials attended an Arkansas Municipal League Workshop, October 4, 2006 in Little Rock to hear the recommendations from the Legislative Task Force of District Courts.  Any of you that has a district court or even a city court should get a copy of this report, read through it thoroughly and then contact your legislator with your comments.  If you will email me, I will forward the report to you in a PDF file format.  Below is a short synopsis of the meeting.

PILOT COUNTIES** –  Mayor Robert Patrick

                                                        St. Charles

Baxter – 1 court                       Mississippi – 1 court

Benton – 4 courts                     Poinsett – 1 court

Boone – 1 court                        Pope – 1 court

Greene –1 court                        Saline – 2 courts

Independence – 1 court            Sebastian – 3 courts

Miller – 1 court                        Union – 1 court

Each of these counties will have other counties brought into their system to make it a full time workload for the judge.  Since the judges will be full time they will not be allowed to practice law.   The judge will be elected to a four-year term, with a beginning salary starting at $115,000.00 plus benefits. They will take over some of the circuit court duties as well and city courts will be phased out.  They still have not decided whether the judge will be traveling from one location to the other or staying at a single location and everyone would have to come to him/her.

At this point, the State’s portion of the cost would be ½ of the salary and all the benefits, but this could easily change.  They will be adding fees to help defray some costs.  It should be noted that judges can assess court costs only – which all of that goes to the State but they have the option of whether to assess fines or not which means if they do not, the City would get nothing.  There was a general concern among the individuals there that the State will eventually want the fine money too and then assess back to the Cities what they think it should be.

**NOTE:  “Pilot” program is misleading – this is not a pilot program, it is just the first step in phasing in the plan!!  We were warned not to let the title fool us!
             Continued Next Column ((
	SUZANNE GRIDER CMC

CITY CLERK

CITY OF BENTONVILLE

Suzanne Grider, CMC, City Clerk of the City of Bentonville has been accepted into the First Level Membership of the IIMC Master Municipal Clerk Academy.  Suzanne has worked for the City of Bentonville for 21 years.  Prior to be becoming city clerk in 1999, she worked as the Secretary to the Mayor for four different mayors and in the library for one year.  Suzanne is active member of ACCRTA as well as a member of IIMC and NAESAA – National Association of Executive Secretaries and Administrative Assistants.  Married to Jim Grider, a Bentonville City Council member, she is the mother of two daughters, Jennifer Johnson and Sarah Smith.  Two grandchildren round out her immediate family.

Suzanne has attended the AR Municipal Clerks Institute since 1999, attends as many AR Municipal League Conferences as possible and has also attended some of the National League of Cities conferences.

Congratulations Suzanne on a job well done!
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Legislative Task Force on District Courts – continued

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CITIES – if you would like to see changes made to this – Mayor Tommy Swaim, Jacksonville

1. Contact our legislators!!!

      2.    Keep the local jurisdiction over courts – same ability to serve citizens and that way we keep our fines.

      3.    Request a Legislative review of court funds.
4. Dollar for dollar cost and fines – equal share of cost and fines – the cities not having all the costs.
5. Allow the District judges to waive court costs as well as fines.

6. Leave the salaries of the judge and the clerks to the local governments.

7. Address the judicial needs of cities that do not have courts.

8.   Recommending that judges go on APERS not private plans.


Special Message from Diane Whitbey:

While reviewing the Certification Report from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks, I noted who all has received their CMC and the date, entered the MMCA program or subsequent levels or received their MMC.  If you are a Clerk, Recorder or Treasurer and would like more information, please read on…
 
If you are an Arkansas City Clerk, Recorder and Treasurers Association (ACCRTA) member and interested in becoming a Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC), please be aware you must be a member of the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) for at least 2 years before your application can be considered.
 
If you are interested in becoming a Certified Arkansas City Municipal Clerk (CAMC), please visit our website at ACCRTA.org or email me and I will forward your request to the appropriate clerk.
 
If you are not a member of either and are interested in learning more about ACCRTA or IIMC, please visit the websites below.
 
ACCRTA information – visit our website at ACCRTA.org           IIMC information – visit their website at IIMC.com 

 
If you need a sponsor letter, please contact Marla Wallace, City of Gillette or me.
 
If you need points for your CMC or MMC, keep in mind different ways to build up your points:
 
Serve as an ACCRTA Committee Chair (2 per year)
Serve on an ACCRTA, ARML Committee (1 per year)
Attend meetings
            ACCRTA District meetings (1 per 6 hours)

IIMC Regional Meetings (1 per event)
            ARML meetings (1 per 6 hours)



IIMC International Meetings ( 1 per event)
 
Get involved!  This is the best way to get points, make contacts, and most of all…fulfill our dream for the 06-07 ACCRTA year --- COMMUNICATION!!!!!
 
For more information on upcoming events, visit the ACCRTA website at ACCRTA.org (District meetings and more), IIMC.com (May 2007 International meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana).
 
You’ll have the required points in no time!  Thank you all for the service the citizens of Arkansas!
 
Diane Whitbey, CMC
President/ACCRTA

[image: image1.png]



IIMC Regional Meeting

November 30 - December 2, 2006

Vicksburg, Mississippi
The University of Mississippi is please to announce that it has partnered with the Mississippi Municipal Clerks and Collectors Association to host this year's IIMC Regional Meeting in beautiful Vicksburg, Mississippi.  No other city in Mississippi is a rich with history and southern charm.  In addition to a top-notch academic program, this year's event highlights include a welcome reception with a delightful local musical talent, a tour of the famous Vicksburg Military Park and a gala dinner in the spectacular historic B'nai B'rith Literary Club.
For those of you needing to fly in, please plan your arrival at the Jackson, Mississippi International Airport.  Jackson is approximately forty (40) miles from Vicksburg, but we will have airport shuttles available. The round trip shuttle service from and to the airport and hotel $25.00. Just be sure to complete and return the Airport Shuttle reservation form.  If you wish to rent a car, you should know that the drive to Vicksburg is easy, and navigating this small city is not at all difficult.
Register now!  This is an event you do not want to miss!  Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to call my officer at 662-915-6738 or email me at moore@olemiss.edu.  I hope to see you in Vicksburg in November!
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Arkansas City Clerks, Recorders

  & Treasurers Association
2006 – 2007  OFFICERS

President

Diane Whitbey     DWhitbey@northlittlerock.ar.gov
PO Box 5757                            phone 501-340-5317

N. Little Rock AR  75119             fax 501-340-5469

1st Vice President

Patti Scott Grey                              grey@txkusa.org
PO Box 2711                            phone 870-779-4991

Texarkana AR  75504                   fax 870-774-3170

2nd Vice President

Susan Maynard        smaynard@cherokeevillage.org
PO Box 129                              phone 870-257-5522

Cherokee Village AR  72525-0129

                                                       fax 870-257-5524

Treasurer

Donna Jones                           djones@dequeen-ar.us
220 N. Street                            phone 870-584-3445

DeQueen AR 71832                      fax 870-642-3117

Secretary

Marva Verkler                marvaverkler@cebridge.net
PO Box 1113                             phone 501-843-3566

Cabot AR  72023                           fax 501-605-0424

ACCRTA WEBSITE - Patti Grey        www.accrta.org
ACCRTA NEWSLETTER CHAIRMAN -

      Jo Ellen Martin    gentrycityhall@cox-internet.com
Request of ACCRTA Members…
In order to circulate the newsletter to as many as possible, and to be cost effective, please print and share your newsletters with the others in your offices.  This will save us on the mailing of newsletters to the assistants and deputy clerks that do not have email addresses.  If your colleagues have email addresses and would like to have them emailed, have them send their address to me at gentrycityhall@cox-internet.com.
	   OREO CREAM CHEESE TRUFFLES
Makes about 60 to 70 truffles – Marla Wallace
 
Ingredients:
1 pkg. double stuff Oreo cookies
1 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened
Chocolate Almond Bark (candy coating)
(Optional: small amount of solid shortening)
 
Tools:
Round toothpicks
Waxed paper                       
Styrofoam
 
Instructions: 
 
Put cookies in food processor and blend until fine.  Blend in cream cheese until well mixed. Put mixture in refrigerator and cool until firm to work with.  Roll mixture into small balls.  (Don’t get them too large because they will be huge when you add the candy coating).  Freeze balls until firm.  Melt candy coating, add a very small amount of shortening (about a teaspoon).  Please a piece of waxed paper over your Styrofoam.  Insert a toothpick in a candy ball and cover it with melted chocolate.  Put the toothpick and coated candy in the Styrofoam to dry.  Let chocolate harden, then remove toothpicks.  You can freeze these candies and take them out as needed.  You can enjoy them frozen or thaw for a softer inside.

These candies got a rave review at Institute so give this recipe a try – absolutely the best!!!
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              .  

EVERYONE!!

Regina from Mena wants us all to be aware that the new list for the Great Arkansas Treasure Hunt is out with over 50,000 new entries.  Make sure you not only check for your name - check the names of your children, aunts, uncles, grandparents, etc.  And when you find your treasure, make sure you send Regina a big thank you for reminding us all!!



ACCRTA

ACCRTA needs you…Take this special opportunity to showcase your town, or any business that would like to participate in our silent auction that will be held January 10-12, 2007 in Little Rock a the AML Winter Conference.  You can contribute to this fund raising event for the Arkansas City Clerks, Recorders, and Treasurers Association by giving a gift basket packed with assorted goodies, or a coupon for dinner at a restaurant.  Other suggestions are cases of Arkansas bottled water or wine, massages, weekend or a nights’ stay at a hotel, resort or bed & breakfast.

PLAN NOW TO JOIN IN THE FUN!!  Your participation is important to the success of this endeavor.  The money will be used to fund scholarships, and expenses to allow City Clerks and Recorder-Treasurers to attend meetings to further their education for their positions.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _________________________________  State:  ___________________________  Zip:  _______________

Phone: ______________________  Fax:  ____________________  E-mail:  ______________________________

ITEM(S) OR SERVICES TO BE DONATED*:

1. Item:  _____________________________________________  Estimated Retail Value $______________

Description:  ___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Item:  _____________________________________________  Estimated Retail Value $______________

Description:  ___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

*NOTE:  ALL DONATION REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY JANUARY 3, 2006 TO:

Sherri Gard






Sandy Beaver

City of Fort Smith





City of Diamond City 

PO Box 1908






PO Box 1300

Fort Smith, AR  72902




Diamond City AR  72630

Fax:  479-784-2256





Fax:  870-422-7178

Email:  sgard@fsark.com
_1222492644

